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Lenten Programs 2011
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Tuesday, March 8th – 5–7 pm
Volunteer sign up sheets are in the foyer.  Tickets will be sold at the door.  Everyone is welcome!

Ash Wednesday Children’s Activity Day, Wednesday, March 9th
Tuesday, March 1st is the deadline to register for the Ash Wednesday Activity Day.   Please register on-line at the CCBC website home page (www.christchurchbellscorners.ca) or see Donna or Susan for a paper registration form.

Traditional Ash Wednesday Liturgy, Wednesday, March 9th – 7 pm in the Chapel

Please return blessed Palm Crosses from past years to CCBC for burning prior to Ash Wednesday.  There is a basket on the shelf in the foyer for palms and palm crosses.

Lectio Divina with the Rector – Thursdays during Lent

March 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st, April 7th and 14th
 6:30-7:30 pm in the Lounge

Join Peter John to explore the inner workings and meanings of scripture in your life in this unique spiritual discipline that blends prayer with an experiential approach that is at once individual and collective.
Church School Lenten Activity Sundays

March 13th and 20th
Church School will come together for two Group Activity Sundays during Lent to focus on Baptism and the Eucharist.  Please join us in the Lounge as we take a break from our regular curriculum for a hands-on and creative morning.

Lenten ACW/St. Andrew’s Program

Wednesday, March 16th from 1-3 pm

Guest Speaker:  Our Rector, Peter John Hobbs at 2 pm

Peter John will explore ways in which the traditional practices and disciplines of Lent can be seen anew.  His time with the ACW/St. Andrew’s Group will be part teaching, part discussion and part worship.

Lenten Adult Christian Education with our Teacher-in-Residence Bishop Peter Coffin

ANGLICAN SPIRITUALITY “A Reasonable, Religious and Holy Hope” (BCP p. 599b)
Tuesdays, March 22nd, 29th and April 5th at 7 pm in Foundation Hall

These sessions will look at the formation and expression of an Anglican Spiritual Tradition.  We will explore the place of the Bible and Prayer Books; the great spiritual writers and poets of the 15th to 18th centuries; the Evangelical and Anglo Catholic Revival of the late 18th and 19th centuries; and the mission endeavors and social gospels of the 19th and 20th centuries. The last session will be about the spirituality of Anglican music as expressed in the hymns.

Poverty and Spirituality Luncheon

Wednesday, March 23rd
Foundation Hall – Noon–2 pm
With our Mission & Outreach partner, Ottawa West End Community Chaplaincy (OWECC), CCBC will host this year’s Lenten Luncheon which is open to the general public.  Guest Speaker Peter John Hobbs will engage participants in an active discussion that explores the abiding connections of spirituality and poverty.  Free-will offering.

Spa for the Soul!  Lenten Quiet Days with our Assistant Curate

Saturday, April 2nd and Thursday, April 14th
Has the hectic pace of life, stress, decision-making, and exhaustion left you yearning for an oasis of time for yourself, a time for spiritual connection, reflection, refreshment and renewal? If so, join Laurette for one or both Quiet Days being offered in April:
On Saturday, April 2nd, from 10 am to 3 pm, we will explore the theme, The Foolishness of God (how appropriate on the day after April Fool’s Day!), building upon 1 Corinthians 1.25, For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

On Thursday, April 14th, from 9:30 am to 1 pm, we will explore the theme, Made for Goodness, building upon Genesis 1.27 and 31, So God created humankind in his image...God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.
Lenten Healing Service

Wednesday, April 13th
 7 pm in the Chapel
Jesus of Nazareth was a healer.  As Christians we stand in the healing ministry of Jesus and pray for wholeness and health.  The Church’s ministry of healing began very early with the first followers of Jesus and has continued in various ways throughout the generations of the Church.  Our own Anglican spirituality has always had a place for healing in the Prayer Book tradition through laying on of hands and the sacramental rite of anointing.   Part of the work of a priest very often includes anointing people who are sick and praying for their wholeness.  As an extension of this ministry, we have occasionally held healing services here at CCBC.   This service will begin in the Chapel at 7 pm – the Chapel will be open at 6:30 for a time of silent meditation.  Our musical guests will again be our Musicians-in-Residence, VOCATA.
Palm Saturday Children’s Activity Day
Saturday, April 16th
12:30–4 pm
Our annual Palm Saturday Activity Day is a half-day program which this year will explore the themes of Holy Week through story-telling, prayer, drama, music, outreach and silence.  Everyone is welcome to join us as we conclude our day at 4 pm for tea and palm cross making with the Altar Guild.  On-line registration for children and youth will begin on March 20th.  The registration deadline is April 10th.
Remember our Angel Tree last Christmas? Picture instead our Easter Tree, decorated with 20 individual eggs containing the name of a resident of Cornerstone just waiting for your generosity and love in a basket...an Easter basket! In conjunction with our Mission & Outreach Committee our Palm Saturday Activity Day will include … Mission & Outreach in Action! During the Activity Day, our children and youth will be preparing the baskets with a special gift and a few goodies to offer these women who are amongst the most vulnerable in our society.

To complete the day, CCBC will be preparing and delivering a special Palm Saturday Cornerstone Dinner (just as we did before).  Your participation can make it happen!  A sign-up sheet will be in the foyer soon.  
Lenten Offering
As part of our Lenten disciplines, we are all called to respond to the needs of others through personal sacrifice and financial offering. Last year we built a well in Tanzania. This year, continuing in the thematic of water, we will be making a contribution to the sanitary needs of a local Partner-in-Mission, Silver Spring Farm, through a donation to their fund for a new septic tank. It may not be fancy, but it is essential! Envelopes with your offering should be clearly marked ‘Lenten Offering’.
Lent and The Reconciliation of the Penitent aka The Sacrament of Confession

Some Anglicans, including life-long ones, may be surprised that our tradition practices the sacrament of confession.  Think about it, every Sunday when we gather for the Eucharist we all participate in a general confession and absolution where both our individual and shared brokenness (sins) are named before God who redeems us by Grace as we turn in praise and thanksgiving to the Eucharist.  It is important to know that our Anglican tradition has always included an opportunity for what would commonly be called “private” confession – an opportunity to sit face-to-face with a priest and unburden our conscience of those things in our lives that keep us estranged from God and the community.  More formally, this act is known as “The Reconciliation of the Penitent”.  If we consider the Eucharist food for our journey, then private confession ought to be thought of as medicine when we are truly broken and are in need of wholeness; thus, private confession is very much a part of a healing process.  An old saying about Anglicans and private confession goes like this “all may, some should, none must”.  While it may be rare, Anglican priests do hear private confession and offer counsel and sacramental absolution.  Lent provides an appropriate opportunity to avail ourselves of the sacrament of confession.  If it is a ministry of the Church that you feel would enable your journey towards Easter, please do not hesitate to contact parish clergy who are bound by their ordination to respect the seal of confidentiality of the confessional.


Holy Week & Easter Services 2011





Monday in Holy Week – April 18th 


7 PM – Choral Evensong in the Chapel.





Tuesday in Holy Week – April 19th


7 PM – Lectio Humanae in the Lounge.  Engage in spiritual meditation, reflection, and discussion of God’s invitation to share in His cross through George Herbert’s magnificent poem, Love Bade Me Welcome.





Wednesday in Holy Week – April 20th


5:30 PM – Family Potluck Supper followed by an Instructed Eucharist in Foundation Hall.





Maundy Thursday – April 21st


7 PM – Eucharist in Foundation Hall.





Good Friday – April 22nd


9:30 AM – Children’s Service in Foundation Hall.


     1 PM – Meditations & Anthems in Foundation Hall.





Easter Sunday – April 24th


6 AM – Easter Sunrise Service – Begins outside and moves into the Lounge.   Followed by breakfast (muffins, fruit, scrambled eggs and ham).  A few people are needed to bring muffins/loaves to share.


8 AM – Festal Eucharist in the Chapel.


10 AM – Festal Eucharist in Foundation Hall.
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