

      


      September 14, 2008
Dear Parents,

We would like to welcome all new and returning families to our Atrium program.  It has been our great pleasure to be able to bring this unique program to CCBC and to follow alongside the children as they encounter Jesus. 

Your children will come to a carefully and specifically prepared environment called the Atrium and together with their leaders or catechists will listen, reflect and pray following the child’s own natural rhythms. Using Montessori principles we present themes taken from the Bible, liturgy, prayer and sacraments.  We follow the church’s liturgical year, with special celebrations at Christmas, Epiphany, Easter and Pentecost.  Children will receive different presentations in each of the three years that they are in the Atrium with each year building upon the previous one’s experiences.  If parents feel that their child would benefit from a more traditional Sunday school model, they can move to a regular graded class in their third year.

We believe having the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program here at CCBC provides our youngest parish members the opportunity to make very deep connections with the liturgy when they spend time in the Atrium and then move directly to the service.  They truly approach the Eucharist with a great sense of wonder and awe.  As the children watch the table prepared for the Eucharist, hear the Eucharistic prayer, and observe the gestures of the Priest, they begin to make a direct connection with the work they do in the Atrium.  Ultimately, a sense of belonging to their congregation happens as the children learn that there is a place for them not only in the Atrium but in the greater church.  The Catechesis provides a seamless learning experience for children as they go between the Atrium and the church.  Discovering a loving God, a compassionate Jesus and an inspiring Spirit is what the Atrium is all about.

We encourage all parents to come and observe in the Atrium, and experience this peaceful and joyful method of encountering Jesus.   We will be following up with a phone call to each family to answer any questions about our program and invite you to choose a morning to spend with us.  In the mean time, if you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to call; Susan is in the church, Tuesday and Thursday afternoons 1:15 to 3:15.
Yours in the Good Shepherd

Susan Whitton and Leah Lindquist

CCBC Atrium Catechists










