Questions & Answers 

A Call to Abundance and GIFT at CCBC – Autumn 2011         

What is Stewardship?
Stewardship is the faithful and effective use of the abundance God has entrusted to us.  When we offer our gifts of time, energy and money, we participate with God in the stewardship of creation.  Stewardship is our response to God’s call to abundance.  

Why a Stewardship Campaign?
Christ Church Bells Corners (CCBC) has had a financial stewardship campaign every two years for over a generation. These campaigns are first and foremost a way in which all parishioners can be informed about our shared ministry.  At the same time, they play an important spiritual role for each household in that everyone is invited to prayerfully consider their blessings and decide what proportion they would like to offer to God through the ministry of the church.  Practically, these campaigns are good stewardship in that they allow parish leaders to budget responsibly, knowing the financial revenue to be received in the coming two years.
Is there a particular amount I should give?
This is an individual decision that each household makes. Everyone should give prayerful consideration to regular giving and should give meaningfully to the best of their ability. Parishioners are encouraged to intentionally give a percentage of their income to the ministry of the church.  Giving Charts are available in your Call to Abundance Pledge Package to assist in this discernment and to help you determine how close your offering is to the biblical tithe. 

What are parishioners being asked to do?
First, parishioners are being asked to read the Call to Abundance stewardship material in order to understand the scope of CCBC’s ministry.  You are also being asked to embrace the principle of proportional giving and to make a pledge that increases your regular offerings for the coming two years (the enclosed Call to Abundance Pledge Package provides resources to assist in this process).

Second, members of CCBC are joining with parishes across our diocese this year and are asked to consider making a five-year pledge, over and above regular offerings to the parish, to the Growing in Faith Together (GIFT) program.  Information about the ministry initiatives of GIFT, both in the diocese and at CCBC, can be found in your stewardship package along with a specific pledge form for GIFT.  
Finally, all parishioners are asked to make their pledge on or before October 30, Commitment Sunday.
In summary, on or before October 30, you are being asked to make two pledges:

· a two year pledge to support CCBC’s ongoing ministry through our biennial Call to Abundance program, and

· a five year pledge to support the Growing in Faith Together (GIFT) Program.

You will find a separate pledge package for each of these programs included in this material.
How should I balance A Call to Abundance with Growing in Faith Together?

CCBC’s ongoing general ministry will be made possible through our own Call to Abundance program.  It is essential that parishioners support A Call to Abundance and understand that their pledge to GIFT will be over and above their regular offering to CCBC.

We are committed to the exciting initiatives that will be realized with GIFT:  supporting CCBC, our diocese and the wider church.  Mindful of the priorities you seek to balance, you are asked to make a five-year pledge to GIFT.  

Will my pledge be confidential?
Yes.  The amount you pledge and the amount you give are treated confidentially.  

What if my personal circumstances change?
If your circumstances change, you may alter your pledge.  All gifts are completely voluntary.  You may also withdraw from PAR if necessary.

Why is regular giving so important?
It is a simple matter of financial planning.  With regular and determined givings, the parish is able to establish programs and budgets and not be caught by surprise.

I already give to other charities.  Why should I increase my givings to the Church?

There are many agencies asking for our money whose needs are genuine.  We honour your support of these causes.  This autumn, all parishioners are being asked to consider both the Call to Abundance and Growing in Faith Together programs.

I prefer to make donations through pre-authorized giving (PAR).  Can I do this at CCBC as well as with my GIFT offering?
Yes. Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) is available to parishioners who wish to use it.   Both the Call to Abundance and GIFT pledge packages make using PAR easy.  Simply fill out the relevant part of your pledge form and include a void cheque with the enclosed envelope. Our experience has been that PAR has significantly stabilized our income throughout the year.  Please consider this option.

I have questions about facilities maintenance.

Our facilities allow us to deliver the ministry we envision.  They fill this role extremely well and are envied in the diocese.  The costs of our facilities have been integrated into the narrative budget presented in the Call to Abundance brochure, including ongoing operations and maintenance. The need for repairs and improvements is becoming more pressing, as our additions, now more than 30 and 20 years old, are showing signs of wear and tear that can be expected from good usage.  Over the course of the last number of parish vestries, needed property improvements have been deferred in order to support ministry programs.  Seventy percent of CCBC’s share of our GIFT program goal  ($155,750) is targeted to replenish our Church Property Improvement Fund.  Successful Call to Abundance and GIFT programs will keep our facilities up and running as well as enable us to begin required improvements.

What are our financial goals?

Our projected annual budget for 2012 is $418,400 and for 2013 it is $431,000.  These represent increases of approximately 3.5% over the previous year.  In addition, the Growing in Faith Together (GIFT) program at CCBC has a goal of $445,000 to be pledged and received over the next five years.   Half of this GIFT goal will remain with CCBC to replenish the Church Property Improvement Fund and enhance our programs, particularly in hospitality and new member ministries.  The remaining GIFT funds will support ministries in our diocese and the wider church.  
Why is CCBC worthy of support?
The ministry of CCBC is far-reaching and exciting.  Christian stewardship includes making a financial offering to your church.  Your support of the parish makes a difference in peoples’ lives and is your response to the Call to Abundance.  CCBC will be a trustworthy steward of your faithful offerings.

For more information 

Peter John Hobbs, our Rector, welcomes discussion regarding parish and personal stewardship.  As well, the Wardens and members of the Stewardship Committee are available to answer any questions.  

The Ven. Peter John Hobbs, Rector

613-829-1826

pjhobbs@rogers.com

Ed Daley, Rector’s Warden & 

Stewardship Committee Chair

613-596-1157

ed_and_karen_daley@sympatico.ca

Sharron Hamilton, People’s Warden

613-825-4904

sharron@rogers.com

Victor Wehrle, Finance Chair

613-829-4691

victor.wehrle@rogers.com
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